




70 James J HOidihan Tile Glo1")' Da}'5 of Boxing in The Bronx 71

Giants from 1956 to 1973 In their first year at the stadium, the Giants
steamrolled the Chicago Bears in a 47~'7 game to win the National
Football League (NFL) championship In 1958, the stadium was the scene
of the "greatest game ever played, n during which the Baltimore Colts, led
by a young Johnny Unitas, beat the Giants 23~ 17 in overtime for the NFL
championship The game was nationally televised and was the first over~

time game played for the NFL championship. The Col[s~Giantsgame cap~

lured the imagination of the American viewing public and catapulted pro~

fessional football to the preeminent position it now enjoys

Yankee Stadium became the scene for Grambling football games from
the lare 19605 through the late 19805, and fat soccet games featuring the
game's greatest star, the Brazilian player Pele During the 1950s, it was also
the site of circuses, rodeos, Jehovah's Witnesses rallies, a Billy Graham
tally and a Mass celebtated by Cardinal Spellman

Before Jackie Robinson broke the colot battiet with the Brooklyn
Dodgets in 1947, Negro League Baseball was played thete. Yankee
Stadium became the site of famous visits by Pope Paul VI in 1965, and by
Pope John Paul II in 1969 and again in 1979 Mote recently, Yankee
Stadium has also been the site of rock concerts, featuring Billy Joel, U2
and Pink Floyd

Yankee Stadium has also been the site of 46 different boxing promo~

tions! 31 of which were for world championships, During construction of
the stadium, Cap Houston! an engineer and a partner of Jacob Ruppert,
designed a hydraulic lift that was located under second base, A boxing ring
was etected on the hydraulic lift and when fights were held, the dirt
around second base was removed and a trap door opened, through which
the ring was hoisted and set at second base, Cap Houston was a big box~

ing fan, and seeing the potential, planned accordingly2

In the first year thar Yankee Stadium opened, 1923, there were five
championship fights at the Polo Grounds, just across the Harlem River in
Manhattan, The most famous was "a brutal brawl between Uack} Dempsey
and Luis Angel Firpo, known as the 'Wild Bull of the Pampas 'In just 237
seconds of fierce exchanges, Dempsey was down twice1 once out of the
ring1and Firpo ten times In the second round I Dempsey finished the job u}

The fitst fight catd (professional boxing event) was held at Yankee
Stadium on May 12, 1923 Thete wete two featuted 15 round fights Jeff
Willard, former World Heavyweight champion, won by a TKO in eleven
rounds vs Floyd Johnson, and Luis Angel Firpo KO'd Jack McAuliffe in
the third round to set up the aforementioned big summer fight with
Dempsey Yankee Stadium's second boxing card featured its first champi~

onship fight on July 23,1923 The ptincipals wete Benny Leonatd, a pop­
ular lightWeight champion from the Lower East Side of Manhattan, who
defended his crown in a 15 round decision over Lew Tendler, probably his

most difficult challenger This first chc:\mpionship fight attracted a crowd
of over 58,000 people and had a gross gate of $452,6481a huge amount of
Inoney during the roaring 20s Benny Leonard wound up a tragic figure I as
do many in the fight game He retired as champion due to lack of compe~
tition l but his investments were wiped our. in the stock market crash of
1929 Forced into an i!l~fared comeback, he was KOld in six rounds by a
young Jimmy ivkClarnin in his last fight. Later1Benny had a heart attack
while refereeing a fight and tragically passed away

There were a number of other fight cards throughout the 20s Two fca~
tured Jack Dempsey and Gene Tunney, although not against each other
In 1927, Jack Dempesy KO'd Jack Shatkey in seven rounds before 77,283
people, in the first fight at Yankee Stadium thar grossed over $I,OOO,OOO
~he Dempsey vs Sharkey fight followed the first Dempsey vs, Tlmney
tight, in which Tunney took the Heavyweight title from Dempsey in an
outdoor ballpark in Philadelphia in 1926 (Dempsey's defeat of Shatkey set
up the rematch I which rook place in Chicago Tunney again beat Dempsey
in the "Battle of Long Count II Tunney was down for more than 10 seconds
in the seventh round I bur Dempsey's refusal to move to a neutral corner as
instructed by the referee may have cost him the fight)

In the Dempsey \'s Sharkey fight, " Sharkey carried the fight to

Dempsey Only Dempsey1s great sraying power saved him, Dempsey's
body blows slowed Sharkey in the sixth, and Dempsey continued body
punching in the seventh Sharkey started to complain and stated 'he hit
me low and _I -he did not finish the sentence No prudent man
facing Jack Dempsey in the prize ring dropped his guard, Ever Dempsey
threw his great left hook into Sharkey's jaw "4 After the Sharkey fight!
Delnpsey was asked: "How could you hit Sharkey like that, when he had
his hands down and he was talking to the referee!" "What was I supposed
t~ dot' Dempsey said, "Write him a letted'" The follOWing year (1928),
aher emerging victorious over Dempsey in the "Battle of the Long Count/'
Tunney defended his title successfully at Yankee Stadium against Tom
Heeney, nicknamed by Damon Runyan the "I-IaR' Rock fTOm Down Undet
(he was !Tom New Zealand) Tunney TKO'd HL"ney in I1 munds and d,en
retired as an undeteatt.."Cl Heavyweight champ

Tex Rickard1the leading boxing promoter during the 1920s, originally
hoped to have the first Dempsey vs Tunney fight in New York "He
booked Yankee Stadium for Septembet 16 [1926]. and announced he
would be scaling the house down from $27,50 ringside He began parallel
negotiations with officials in Philadelphia On August 16, 1926, the
New York State BOXing Licensing Commission announ~ed that Dempsey
would nor be licensed to fight in New York umil he took on Harry Wills
[a black challenger] fitst."6 The stand of the New Yotk State Boxing
Licensing Commission prevented both Dempsey vs Tunney fights from



taking place in New York Later on, in a similar ruling, the Com,mission
would prevent the rematch of the Tony Zale~Rocky Graziano waf thar
took place in 1946 at Yankee Stadium. The reason given was that
Graziano had failed to report a bribe offer for a canceled fight- The
rematch was held in 1947, in Chicago, and their third rubber bout was
held in the New York metropolitan arcn-but in an outdoor stadium in

Newark, New Jersey, in 1948
Early in the twentieth century, baseball and boxing were the tWO dom~

inant sports in America, especially in New York There was extensive box~
ing coverage in a number of the daily newspapers, especially the Bronx
Home News and the JOlLll1al American Many papers had reporters who
covered the boxing scene exclusively There was a vibrant boxing scene in
The Bronx There were many gyms, including the original Gleason's Gym,
at 434 Westchester Avenue in the South Bronx from \937 to 1974 Bruce
Silverglade, the current owner of Gleason's Gym, which is now in
Brooklyn, remembers: uThe original Gleason's started in The Bronx .. a
housing development caused the relocation to Manhattan II Bobby
Jackson, a current trainer, remembers Bobby Gleason as "A natty dresser,
a really nice guy" Jackson trained there as an amateur fighter and remem~
bers the gym as usporless, wooden floors, and very clean "7

Until 2003, The Bronx was also the home of Everlast Sporting Goods
Everlast was first populari:ed by Jack Dempsey and Benny Leonard
Everlast equipment and gloves have been featured in many championship

fights over the last 80 years
Bobby Jackson also reminisced about the Joe Louis vs T~uni Mauriello

fight for the Heavyweight championship that. rook place at Yankee
Stadium on September 18, 1946 Mauriello was trom The Bronx and he
had a huge following. Louis knocked out Ivlauriello in the first round, but
not before a stunning right hand by Mauriello almost sent Louis out of the
ring Louis recuperated and savagely attacked Mauriello and KO'd him in
the first round Bobby remembers the secret to that fight being: "Louis was
able to back Mauriello up. Unfortunately for Tami, he had a birth defect
where one leg was shorter than the other Consequently, he had difficulty
goinn backw<~rds keepinn his balance and being able to punch. That was

the l~nly break L~)uis needed.
us

Another famous boxing gym in The Bronx was the Teasdale AthletiC
Club at East 167th Srreet and Teller Avenue Mike Capriano, whose
father was Jake LaMotta's first trainer, reme!l'\bers the Teasdale AC mov~
ing to Third Avenue under the EI Mike's farher worked on Kingsbridge
Road in a butcher shop. He met Bronxite Frankie Genaro, who became an
Olympic Flyweight champion and then \Vas also a professional champion
Mike remembers his dad doing roadwork with Frankie Genaro around the
Jerome Reservoir. Tami Mauriello, who lost his title fight at Yankee

Stadium to Joe Louis, was one of the amateurs who trained out of the
Teasdale AC Mike remembers a lot ofamareur boxing in The Bronx: "A
lot of churches had amateur boxing The gymnasiums we're in the base­
ment I remember my dad promoting a show at St. Simon Stock off the
Grand Concourse around 182nd Street"9

There were a lot of professional shows at other locations in The Bronx
Besides the stadium, the major boxing arena for professional fights in The
Bronx was the New York Coliseum, popularly known as the Bronx
Coliseum, which was later lIsed as a bus barn and then subsequently torn
down several years ago. It was just south of West Farms Square, on the
north side of the Cross Bronx Expressway Many major fighters such as
Jake LaMotta, also known as "The Bronx Bull," Tami Mauriello and
Barney Ross (the last Lightweight and Welterweight champion during the
1930s) fought at the Bronx Coliseum There were outdoor venues at
German Stadium off East Tremont Avenue in the East Bronx There were
also outdoor fights during the 1960s at Gaelic Park at West 240th Street
~nd Broadway, which featured a local fighter, Danny McAloon, who was
from the Fordham Road area of The Bronx Danny had a good pro career
and lost in a tough fight against Emile Griffith, a former World Welter~

weight and Middleweight champion, in Madison Square Garden

Mike Capriano remembers: "Boxing was a sport that people followed
rami Mauriello had a dub that used to follow him. They were caHedlThe
Gnngbusters' They used to come to the arena with toy machine guns in
the late 1930s and early 1940s "10 Can you imagine the reaction in today's
secllrity~conscious world, if a number of people showed up at a fiC1ht with
fake guns? t;>

The author remembers going to a sportS celebrity night at Our Lady of
Angels grammar school in Kingsbriclge Heights around 1960. In those
years, the gym was, as Mike Capriano remembers, in the basement. There
was no boxing featured that night, but several pro wrestling matches.
However, Sugar Ray Robinson was the featured celebrity, and he showed
up in his Cadillac Robinson was World Welterweigh.t and Middleweight
champion, and one of the greatest fighters of the twentieth century. He
came in and signed autographs and took pictures with a number of people
I remember that being a memorable night, although 1didn't follow boxing
at the time and I wasn't really sure who Sugar Ray Robinson was

Jake LaMotta (the "Bronx Bull"), won the World's Middlewei"hr
championship, defeating Mmcel Cerdan in 1949, and held it for sev;ral
years before losing it to Sugar Ray Robinson in a brutal battle in 1951
Jake never got a title shot at Yankee Stadium, but 11e did fi(Jht as a featured
performer On June 27, 1951, he was stopped in a non-title fight by Lioht
Heavyweight Bob Murphy, after losing his Middleweight tide earlier that
year to Robinson
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\Velterweight champion Sugar Ray Robinson TKO's Steve Belloise
in the 7th round of a non· title bout on August 24, 1949,

at Yankee Stadium. Belloise was horn The Bronx.
His hrother Mike had been World Featherweight ehampion.

C(!l/ncsy of (he mHllOr

Two other t~ll1lOliS Bronx fighters thar i'dike Capriano remembers were
the Belhlise brothers Mike B~l1oise actllally became the World Feather~
weight Champion Steve Belloi5e, a terrific punching Middleweight from
The Bronx, got his shot in an olltdoor fight at Yankee Stadium against the
une and lmly Sugar Ray Robinson on August 24, 1949 Steve was proba~

hIya little bit past his prime at that point and was TKO'd by Robinson in
the seventh round Capriano remembers Belloise as "A terrific left hook
puncher, hut he didn't surface enough He should have had title fights
hefore thm It was at the end of his career and he had been in the Navy
during \X!\X! I1"ll Early in his career, Steve had fought against Tami
I'vtauriello befi..m~ T<'lIni grew from i.l ivliddlcweight to a Heavyweight. Their
fight wa~ called the "Bontle of The Bronx," even though it took place at

t'vladislln Square Garden ivladow's, which llsed to have a jewelry store on
Fordh<llll Road, pUt up the trophy In th.at fight, Belloise, an excellent
puncher, was established as a 3~1 favorite. Mauriello caught hilll cold and
knocked him. out in the first round

After Jack Johnson's controversial reign as Heavyweight champion in
the cady 19005, it became very difficult for black fighters to get fights or

to make any real money. That stane.d to change during the Grear
Depression in the 1930s. Two fighters who were most respoJ)sible for the
renewed acceptance of black fighters were Joe Louis, who holds the record
of most fights at Yankee Stadium at 11, and Henry Armstrong, a multi~

champion who lost his Lightweight title to Lou Ambers in August of 1939
at Yankee Stadium Armstrong held the Featherweight, Welterweight and
then Lightweight championships simultaneously, and he also campaigned
successfully against many rough Middleweight fighters Mike Capriano
remembers: llHcnry Armstrong, in my opinion, opened up boxing to black
fighters, and he was an exciting fighter- You would go to see Henry
Armstrong just as much as you would go to sec Tony lale or Billy Conn "12

The main boxing activity at Yankee Stadium lasted from the first show
in 1923 through 1959, when Ingemar Johansson and his right hand sepa·
rated Floyd Patterson from the Heavyweight championship There were
15 boxing shows during the 1920s, 13 during the 1930s, 8 during the 19405
(although none from June 1940·June 1946) and there were 10 in the
1950,. The last boxing card to be held at Yankee Stadium featured a sue·
cessful tirle defense by Muhammad Ali of his World Heavyweight tirle
against Ken Norton on September 28, 1976

ivtike Jacobs, who promoted most of Joe Louis's fights, promoted 13 of
the cards at Yankee Stadium. Interestingly enough, one fight was promot·
ed by Jack Dempsey and Tim Mara (who also owned the New York foot~

ban Giants) in 1933 That fight saw future World Heavyweight champi.
on Max BOler knock out former World Heavyweight champion Max
Schmeling in ten rounds. The largest fight crowd at Yankee Stadium was
the 88,150 people who attended the Joe Louis-Max Baer non-title fight
on Septemher 24, 1935 The Schmeling vs. Sharkey fight on June 12,
1930 not only attracted 79,222 paying customers during the depths of the
Great Depression, but it also featured the first and only time that a
Heavyweight champion has been crowned while lying on the floor
Schmeling, dropped from a low blow in round four, could not continue
The referee, Jim Crowley, awarded the title to Schmeling on a foul
Sharkey would later regain the Heavyweight tirle in a rematch with
Schmeling Schmeling and Sharkey both fought five tim.es in main events
at Yankee Stadium to share the honors for the second most fights, behind
Joe Louis 13

The highest grossing fight at Yankee Stadium was the Muhammad Ali
vs Ken Norton fight on September 28, 1976, which drew a gross gate of
$2,500,000 The second highest grossing fight was the $1,925,564 paid for
the Joe Louis vs. Billy Conn rematch fight on June 26,1946 As prcvious~

ly mentioned, the Dempsey vs. Sharkey non· title fight on July 21, 1927
also grossed over $1,000,000. These three fights were the only ones that
grossed over a million dollars 14
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During the heyday of boxing at Yankee Stadium it was not unusual for
big fights to attract crowds in excess of 50,000 people. Yankee Stadium was
not the only site for big outdoor fights. New York alone had many other
huge venues, including Ebbers Field in Brooklyn, the aforementioned Polo
Gr~llmds in Manhattan and the Long Island City Bowl in Queens. which
housed a 11l1lnber of championship fights in the 19305 The Long Island
City Bowl held the distinction of no champion ever sllccessfully defend~
ing his title there It dlcrefore was nicknamed liThe Losers Bowl"

Outdoor fights wcre held across the United Stares before the onset of
closed circuit television or gambling based venues The live gate was the
main source of revenue In the 1960s, the newly constructed Shea
Stadium in Queens was the site of several championship fights featuring
New York based champions, Jose Torres, Emile Griffith and Carlos Ortiz

Steve Acunto, a noted boxing historian, who lives in Mt Vernon, New
York, remembers the Louis vs Mauriello fight vividly He recalls " sit~

tin p behind future Featherweight champ Sammy Sadler All of The Bronx
wa: behind him, IVlauriello came out in a red robe and stunned Louis with
a right hand before Louis came roaring back to knock him out later in the
first round "15 Steve also remell1bers probably the single most important
fight in boxing history as being the Louis vs Schmeling rematch Fighting
at Yankee Stadium in 1936, former champ Max Schmeling, who had been
written off as washed up, knocked down and then knocked out fHi over­
confident Joe Louis in 12 rounds in a stunning upset, repeatedly landing
his potent right hand over Louis's low left hand The following ye'.lr, Joe
Louis KO'd World Heavyweight champion Jimmy Braddock to wm the
World Heavyweight championship title that he would hold until his
retirement 11 yea;s later in 1948, after a successful defense against Jersey
Joe Walcott in Yankee Stadium

According to Ferdie Pacheco, the rematch with Schmeling W<1S highly
anticipated and took place in a charged atmosphere Louis was represent­
ing the United States and Max Schmeling was representing Nazi
G~nnany 16 Hitler had nominated Schmeling, willingly or not, to be a
oreat example of the master Aryan race The air was charged with elec­
~ricity on June 22, 1938 Another author h<1s noted: "Thus, th<:, mat~h
between these twO men had social and moral implications rarely found 111

a sports contest "17

Before the second Louis vs Schmeling fight, President Franklin D
Roosevelt felt Joe Louis's muscles and said: "These are the kind of muscles
we're going to need to defeat Germany"IS P<1checo goes on to say: uThe
remat~h would become much more than a diversion from the Depression
and Louis' big chance to get even with his lone conqueror It would
become the Fight of the Century to date and an event of international
political significance Newspapers seized upon the fights' racial-poiit~

Heavyweight Champion Joe louis KO's German challenger
Max Schmeling in 2:04 in the first round, June 22, 1938.

In the action in the photo, famous referee Arthur Donovan counts
out Max while his manager rushes in to help his fallen fighter.

COlmeS)' of r/\I.; author

ical angle, and the American public almost uniformly supported the hum­
ble champion, Louis The fight became a clash of Democracy versus
Totalitarianism "19 Noted trainer, Emanuel Steward, remembering that
fight, said: "And when you speak to old timers about whether Ali would
have beaten Louis, some of them will tell you that no one could h,we
beaten Joe Louis that night "20 Steward further remembers, "Louis's body
punches were unbelievable After Max had been ilnmobili:ed by a
right hand to the kidney, he rook a left hook dead in the solar plexus,
which paralyzed him. Even though lvtax was hurt and wanted to fall down,
he couldn't even fall "21

Great boxing writer Bob Considine had a perfect lead aboLlt this fight:
"The battery a~ Yankee Stadium last night was Joe Louis pitching, Max
Schmeling catching<"n Nat Fleischer in the September 1938 issue ofTlte
Ring magazine called Louis "A Fighting Fury who obtained sweet revenge
for the many insults the Bomber had suffered at the hands of those who
gloated over his knockout two years ago. "23 Arthur nolley, remembering
Louis, quoted Jimmy Cannon's classic description: llHc's a credit to his
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race-the human race,"24 Regarding the twO minutes and four seconds it
took for Louis to totally annihilate Schemling, Daley remembers: "What
a methodical cruel outburst that was! Louis pummeled his foe until the
Black Uhlan actually screamed in agony, an involuntary blood~curdling
gasp of pain Not in the entire history of the sporr, had there ever been
such an exhibition of pitiless savagery. "25 Bob Considine in his lead from
the International News Service article titled "Louis knocks out
Schmeling" started off his article the next day in the following fashion:
"Listen to this, buddy, what comes from a guy whose palms arc still wct,
whose throat is still clry, and whose jaw is still agape from the shock of
watching Joe Louis knock out Max Schmeling It was a shocking thing,
that knockout-short, sharp, merciless, complete."26 One might argue that
not only do they not make fighters like Joe Louis anymore, but they don't
make sports writers like Bob Considine either

The Neil.' York Times sports coverage the next day on June 23,1938 ran
many stories on Louis's first round KO of Schmeling James P Dawson said
that when Schmeling went down HIt was as if he had been pole~axed"27
There were a number of side articles that showed the racial climate of the
time These articles ran by the following titles: "Street Dancing in
Chicago-Negroes in Gay Celebration of Louis's Triumph,1l "Harlem
Celebrants Toss Varied Missiles," "Tear Gas Scatters Mob in Cleveland,"
and "Detroit Negroes Joyous, "28 Joe Louis ruled as a Heavyweight cham~
pion for 11 consecutive years, a fear that no one has come dose to before

or since
One of the most respected referees of the time was Arthur Donovan,

who resided in the northwest Bronx Arthur was the referee at Yankee
Stadium for both LOllis~Sch,meling fights In the famous rematch,
Donovan discarded the white towel that was thrown into the ring by the
German handlers and finished the count of 10, with the white towel of
surrender hanging froln the middle ring strand Donovan went on to ref~
eree many more historically significant fights, Interestingly enough, his
son, Art Jr, went on to earn fame as a football player, first at Mount St
Michael Academy in The Bronx, then at Bosron College and finally as a
professional for the Baltimore Colts Art, Jr, played in the famous Giants
vs Colts sudden death game at Yankee Srndium in 1958 and is currently
enshrined as a member in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio
You may have seen Art as a popular commentator on TV talk shows Art
is hilarious and has not lost a bit of his Bronx accent

In the years following World War II, the last great span of boxing activ~

ity took place at Yankee Smdium There were 17 fight cards held from
1946 through 1959 The much anticipated rematch between Joe Louis and
Billy Conn on June 19, 1946 was the fir" fight held in almost six years at
Yankee Smdium According to Nat Fleischer: "A crowd of 45,366 fans

paid $1,925,564, the second hugest amount ever grossed in boxing [up to
then] The Brown Bomber e<:lTne .thrclugh as he promised, prov'iding a
knockout by landing a haymaker on his Pittsburgh challel;ger in the 8th

d "'9 F ! f· . " . ·1 I I·! .roun - ~ or t le Irst tllne, nngsKe seats were avai a) e tor $100 a
pop, which was an unheard of sum at that time "30 When speaking of Billy
Conn before the fight, Joe Louis observed: "He can run, but he can't hide"
Both boxers had been away in the service dUring the war, and their years
away from boxing had taken its rotL In the locker room after the march
Conn called the fight "a stinkeroo"31 Sometimes fights just can't live u~
ro their buildup

The 1950s saw many significant fights including Featherweight champ
Sandy Saddler's TKO of Willie Pep in 1950 ro regain the Featherweight
title and Middleweight champion Sugar Ray Robinson's unsuccessful
attempt to wrestle away the Light Heavyweight championship from Joey
Maxim inJune 1952, That fight was significant due to the heat factor. The
temperature reached 104 degrees that day The original referee, Ruby
Goldstein, had to be escorted from the ring after the tenth round suffering
(rom heat exhaustion, and was replaced by Ray Miller The heat also rook
its roll on Robinson Although way ahead on the scoring, he became dis~

orientated and incoherent, and the fight was stopped before the 14th
round began, Many said it W,lS the hear, and nor Maxim, thar beat
Robinson that night

Rocky Marciano fought four times at Yankee Stadium during the 1950s
Included were three successful title defenses, two against the former
Heavyweight champion, E:::ard Charles, and one against Light Hea\'y~

weight champion Archie Moore, In ivlarciano's last fight, on September
21, 1955, he knocked out Archie Moore in the ninth round and then
~etired undefeated, the only Heavyweight champion to accomplish thar
kat Bronx-based Roland LaSwr:a got his shot at Marciano, but the fight
was held in the Polo Grounds in 1953 lvtarciano wore LaSrar::a down ,-{nd
fina!!y KO'd him in the 11 th round to rerain his title

In n September S, 1955 interview by Arthur Daley for The New York
Times prior to the fight, Archie Ivloorc remarked: "I was impressed by his
determination to win Any time a champion goes out as if he's destined to
win and doesn't sit back to w,lit for someone to give it to him, he must
impress you That's why ours will be such a great fight I'll match his deter~

mination with my own "32 Moore did have Marciano down on the canvas
in the 2nd round, but Marciano's superior size, strength and determination
finally prevailed Oddly, the Moore fight illustrated a disturbing pattern
during the 1950s, The fight had to be postponed due to the pos~ibility of
Hurricane lone striking New York This followed weather delays for the
\X1alcorr-Marciano fight and the Charles~Marciano fight, both of which
were postponed twice ~
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Carmen Basilio squares off against Sugar Ray Robinson.
Basilio, a native of Canastota, New York, won the .

World Middleweight title on July 23,1957, at Yanke,e,Stadrum
by defeating Robinson in a 15th round spItt decISIOn.

COlO't~SY of tlw aI/thor

September 23, 1957, featured the successful attempt .by Can:1en Basilio
(then the \X!orld \X!elterweight champion) to defeat tvllddlcwetght :ha~1~
pion Sugar Ray Robil1son Carmen Basilio, who is still aliv: a~d reslde~ m
Rochester today, W,lS a tough fighter who came from a tamlly of 01110n
farmers from Canastota, outside of Syracuse, New York Basilio rCIl:embcrs
going to the big fights at both the Polo Grounds and Yankee Stadt.um as.a
fan September 2.3, 1957, was a special evening for him He descnl~ed hiS
victory over Robinson as: "A great thrill, since I had always be~~~ a l:anke,e
f~m since growing up as a litrle boy in Can<1srota, Nc\\: Yor.k .1,3 T;) LUIS
Fernando L!osa, hc said: "All my life I'd dreamed about fightmg m 'tankce
Stadium Thm's one of the best memories in my life "34 In the authqr's
cOlwersmion with him, he described his battle with Robinson as being a
15 round war: "After the fight, 1 was toO tircd to celebrate: but I r.eme~n:
ber the fedin p of being in the big crowd However, once m the rmg, It s
the same o!c(story Yl;U have to concentrate You don't pay too much

. I . I"};attention to nnyt 1tng e se
The last big fight of the 1950s featured Ingemar Johansson from

Sweden, upsetting \'l./orld Heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson on June
26, 1959, after yet another rain delay' There were no fights again until
September 28, 1976, when Muhammad Ali sllccessfully defended his title
in a close decision over Ken Norton

Harold Lederman, who is currently a boxing analyst on HBO Sports
and was a judge that night, remembers the Ali fight being vcry close and
a lot of the rounds were very close However, Lederman said: "Ali did a lit­
tle bit more in the end of the closing rounds than Norton. He wanted the
fight a little bit morc, and thar's why he won the close clecision."36 The
fight was also mcmorable due to pickcting by New York City Police offi·
cers that day, who were trying to negotiate a new contract Many people
tricd to storm the entrance gate and gain free admittance Bobby Jackson,
a current day trainer who was mentioned earlier in this article, remembers
being one of the lucky ones who was able to get in for free Ji

I was in attendance, and I remember the day being a beautifullnclian
summer clay It turned very cold and windy in thc early evening The tem~

peratllre dropped into the low 50s Many people came dressed unprepared
for the change in the weather Nat Loubet, then editor of The Ring maga~

zinc, describes himself as being a "shivering reporter" at the fightJ8

Since then, there have been no big olltdoor fights in Yankee Stadium
or in New York City Major fights now happen at gambling venues such at
Atlantic City, Foxwoods Casino and Las Vegas The popularity of boxing
has also decreased due to both increasing afflucnce and popularity of a
number of sports that were considered secondary prior to World \'<Iar It
Pro football, pro basketball, hockey, soccer, golf, and tennis have all
increased their followings, as boxing has decreased The smaH clubs and
gymnasiums that made for a vibrant <1ITlatcur and professional scene have
long since vanished

Boxing probably will always survivc as an outlet for poor youths, pro~

viding a way to improve their lives Amateur and professional boxing have
had a great history in The Bronx Hopefully, there will be a revival in the
twenty~firstcentury
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